GRCHN Project Update

Minnesota Historical Society
Bismarck, North Dakota
June 5, 2007



Project Progress

Hired Project Analyst
o Work full time on GRCHN project

Developed digital content

o Grant proposals
o Partnerships with other institutions



Existing Digital Resources

Online Catalog

Visual Resources Database

Birth and death records

Land survey maps, plat maps and atlases

Online exhibitions
o Duluth Lynchings



Projects Underway

National Digital Newspaper Project

o Partnership between the NEH and Library of
Congress to build a national digital resource of
newspapers

o Grant covers costs to digitize 100,000 newspaper
Images
o Institutions can reapply for additional funding
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Geography and History Online

Web-based GIS tool that provides access to digital
resources

Develop educational resources for teachers

GIS — Geographical Information System
o Ability to view information through maps
o Ability to combine layers of information
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‘ Online Catalog of Artifacts and Archeology
Material
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Proposed Projects

Immigrant Oral Histories — IMLS grant

o Digitize immigrant oral interviews
o Develop educational resources for teachers

Shared History Project — Canada

o Explore historical links between the Canadian West
and the US Upper Midwest

Walter Mondale Papers — NEH grant



Omeka — Online exhibition tool

Open source tool to develop and deliver
interpretive exhibits online

Users can add and share content from various
institutions

Collaborative project with the Center for History
and New Media

MHS’ role in this project:

o Plan, evaluate, and disseminate the tool with
GRCHN project partners
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A small, wooden shack with sod piled along the sides reaching up
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Recently Added

Image: Threshing crew by steam engine, water wagon, hay
rack, grain wagon, and a threshing machine which is in
operation. There are seven men visible.

Image: Large group of children and adults lined up in front of
‘wooden school. In background are four horse-drawn wagons
with men seated on them.

Image: Two men standing with machinery on platform above
well being dug. A horse is to left, with rope tied to machinery.

©Oral History: Johnson, Lena; Burtonsville, North Dakota

Oral History: Johnson, Milton; Burtonsville, North Dakota
Image: Two-story wooden schoaol with bell tower. Children are
on school yard, one group in circle holding hands. A house is

visible in distance.

Document: Deed to the Reiter homestead, outside Smallville,
North Dakota

Image: Interior view of store with women and man at far end
of glass display cases. To left are shelves stocked with boxes
and merchandise behind glass cases.
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FEATURED ITEM

Margaret Bramer (later Mrs. Otto Hanson) in her

homestead shack near White River, North Dakota.

A small, wooden shack with sod
piled along the sides reaching up
about halfway to the roof. It has a
lean-to style roof with a stovepipe.
On one side there is a small
window, and in front there is a
large window with white curtains.
A woman is standing in the door-

way... Read More....

RECENT ITEMS

Image: Threshing crew by steam engine, water wagon, hay rack, grain wagon, and a threshing
machine which is in operation. There are seven men visible.

Image: Large group of children and adults lined up in front of wooden school. In background are
four horse-drawn wagons with men seated on them.

Image: Two men standing with machinery on platform above well being dug. A horse is to left, with
rope tied to machinery.

Oral History: Johnson, Lena; Burtonsville, North Dakota
Oral History: Johnson, Milton; Burtonsville, North Dakota

Image: Two-story wooden school with bell tower. Children are on school yard, one group in circle
holding hands. A house is visible in distance.

Document: Deed to the Reiter homestead, outside Smallville, North Dakota

Image: Interior view of store with women and man at far end of glass display cases. To left are
shelves stocked with boxes and merchandise behind glass cases.
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North Dakota, 1909.

One man, likely the coach, amidst six young women. One woman

is holding a basketball under her arm, with letters "M.H.S. '09."

No identification of people. Taken in studio with backdrop.
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John McCarthy, "Girl's basketball team, Marston, North
Dakota, 1909." Smaliville History Museum, Object #267
(accessed on February 16, 2007)




Minnesota Digital Library

Digitize and provide online access to
nistorical material from over 69 institutions

ntegrated access through Minnesota
Reflections website

MHS' role:

0 Strategic policy
o Management
10 Scanning




Minnesota Digital Library - Reflections - Microsoft Internet Explorer
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Accomplishments

Developed a variety of digital resources and
tools

Built capacity to provide online access to
different types of collections

Developed staff expertise

Established collaborations/ partnerships with
other cultural institutions



